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In the May 16 general elections, the two major contenders were President Joaquin Balaguer, and
Juan Bosch. Pre-election polls indicated Bosch was the favorite. Voters also cast ballots for 30
Senate, 120 congressional and 103 mayoral posts. Registered voters total about 3.2 million. Early
returns showed Bosch ahead. By mid-afternoon Thursday, with less than half the ballots counted,
Balaguer had moved into the lead at 335,682 votes versus 329,033 for Bosch. In a statement on
Thursday, former president Jimmy Carter one of 30 foreign election observers said the elections had
been carried out "adequately and honestly." Late Thursday afternoon, officials announced a vote
recount in the capital, Santo Domingo, due to discrepancies between computer data and voter rolls.
Later, Bosch accused the government of "colossal fraud," and called for street protests Friday. The
Central Electoral Board announced on television Thursday night that election law barred any public
demonstrations while the vote count continued. AP reported that there were no signs of massive
street protests on Friday. Officials of Bosch's Dominican Liberation Party met Thursday with six of
the 30 foreign observers monitoring the election. Early Friday, the Central Electoral Board reported
that with 4,226 of 6,663 polling stations reporting, Balaguer had 414,412 votes, and Bosch 405,132.
Later in the day, the Board reported that with 87% of polling stations reporting, Balaguer had 570,459
votes and Bosch 558,979. Jose Francisco Pena Gomez, a former socialist mayor of Santo Domingo
and former Bosch protege, had received 373,058. Before the election, Bosch claimed his party had
information Balaguer's Social Christian Reformist Party had prepared 300,000 phony ballots to rig
the election, a charge denied by Balaguer party officials. Later on Friday, the two major parties
agreed to a recount, expected to take up to 10 days. Carter urged that the tabulation be suspended
and a new count ordered to cut off claims of irregularities. During the recount which began
Saturday, each of the parties will attempt to reconcile data from their own copies of official precinct
results collected throughout the country with the new hand-counted tally of the national electoral
council. Electoral Board president Froilan Tavares said Sunday the vote count would be suspended
until the review was completed. He said mistakes were committed in several municipalities which
did not return complete tally sheets or had turned in tallies unsigned by local election delegates,
as is required by the election Board. He added there were also other unspecified "errors." Both
Balaguer and Bosch are in their 80's, have previously served as president and suffered political exile.
Bosch is the author of more than 50 books. Bosch was ousted in a military coup in 1963, after winning
the country's first direct elections. For 30 years, Balaguer was the political ally, speech writer and
later figurehead president of dictator Rafael Trujillo. He was elected president in a race against
Bosch in 1966. After losing in 1978 to another candidate, he returned to power by again winning
against Bosch and others in 1986. Bosch, a long-time marxist, promoted capitalism in his campaign
speeches as "the only way to achieve the accelerated development of the Dominican economy."
Balaguer's principal campaign rhetoric was anti-communism. (Basic data from AP, 05/17-20/90;
Notimex, 05/18/90; AFP, 05/15/90, 05/17/90; New York Times, 05/08/90, 05/18/90, 05/19/90)
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